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Synopsis

HereA¢a -4,¢s Your Guide to Camping Off the Beaten Path Ever feel frustrated by crowded RV
parks? Yearn to camp out in the wild beside a babbling mountain brook or before a remote
panoramic vista? Bill and Jan Moeller have been doing just that for more than thirty years, and The
Complete Book of Boondock RVing is their complete guide to camping without hookups (aka "dry
camping"). Whether youA¢a -4,¢re planning to spend an occasional overnight in a parking lot or an
extended stay in the wilderness, youA¢a -4,¢ll learn how to equip your rig for boondocking, find
great campsites, manage and conserve electricity and water, and camp in complete RV comfort and
convenience. Increase your independence by learning how to camp "off the grid" Save money by
finding cheap or free campsites anywhere--even in large cities Ensure your comfort, convenience,
and safety when camping in the boonies Learn how to conserve and manage electricity, water, and
waste, and to establish reliable communications Enjoy the quiet, solitude, and beauty of nature by

getting away from crowded RV campgrounds
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Customer Reviews

HereA¢a -4,¢s Your Guide to Camping Off the Beaten Path Ever feel frustrated by crowded RV
parks? Yearn to camp out in the wild beside a babbling mountain brook or before a remote
panoramic vista? Bill and Jan Moeller have been doing just that for more than thirty years, and The
Complete Book of Boondock RVing is their complete guide to camping without hookups (aka "dry

camping"). Whether youAg¢a -a,¢re planning to spend an occasional overnight in a parking lot or an



extended stay in the wilderness, youA¢a -4,¢ll learn how to equip your rig for boondocking, find
great campsites, manage and conserve electricity and water, and camp in complete RV comfort and
convenience. Increase your independence by learning how to camp "off the grid" Save money by
finding cheap or free campsites anywhere--even in large cities Ensure your comfort, convenience,
and safety when camping in the boonies Learn how to conserve and manage electricity, water, and
waste, and to establish reliable communications Enjoy the quiet, solitude, and beauty of nature by
getting away from crowded RV campgrounds Bill and Jan Moeller have been fulltime RV campers
for more than three decades. They have written several bestselling RV books, including RVing
Basics, RV Electrical Systems, and Complete Guide to Full-Time RVing, along with a nationally

syndicated newspaper column about RVing.

Bill Moeller has been a full-time RV camper for more than three decades.With his wife, Jan, he has
written several bestselling RV books, including RVing Basics, RV Electrical Systems, and Full-Time

RVing, and a nationally syndicated newspaper column about RVing.

Not only was this a thorough treatment of RV electrical systems AND easily understood, but this will
also become a great reference volume which I'll refer back to again I'm sure. With some of the
author’'s recommendations | now have the hardware and the knowledge needed to spend extended
time in back-country areas and get away from crowded campgrounds. Early chapters might make it
seem that it will be a very basic book, but the author soon starts thoroughly covering ground on
essential subjects like storing food, cooking, heating/cooling, communications, navigation, cell
phones, internet access and electrical. The electrical discussion is where the author expertly covers
the nuts and bolts of batteries, alternators, generators, converters, inverters, solar, wind, sizing your
system and even some installation issues. The pictures and diagrams are very good as well. | highly

recommend the book for all RV’ers.

This book provided exactly what | needed to know. It's very easy to read, is laid out logically and
has a good number of photos and diagrams to make the explanations clear. | learned many good
tips, for example they point out it's easy to get permission to park on private land--just respectfully
explain that you would like to park overnight in this area and ask the owner if he or she has any
suggestions on where to park. Frequently they will allow to park on their land. Brilliant! You can tell
the authors are full timers by the many stories they tell on their own experiences which also help to

drive their points home. If they haven't tried a particular modality (solar cooking, for example) they



admit it but mention that it's out there to consider for your own potential use. | needed to know about
electrical--batteries, chargers, solar options etc. This book has armed me with enough information to

decide what components would work best for my situation. The book is very well done.

Great information, sometimes over my head.

| found this to be a very informative and useful book. It is not for everyone, however. If your eyes
glaze over when you start to read amps, ohms, watts and volts then you might want to pass on this
book since a very large part of it concerns the electrical systems of the RV. But on second thought,
you would be missing out on some very good information in the rest of the book as well. | found the
discussion of what RV to choose very pertinent to my current endeavor -- finding the correct RV for
boon-docking.l am only slightly technical and by no means an electrical engineer and | found the
material accessible with some concentration and re-reading. | dislike books that gloss over a topic
with superficiality and don’t dig into the details. This guy knows his stuff and communicates with

clarity.

| am just beginning to research RV living and found this book quite helpful. | plan on buying an RV

and retiring in 5 years...lots to learn before taking the plunge!!

Recently read this book - twice - to glean as much information from it as | could, as | was setting up
a solar system for my 24’ travel trailer. | found the book was chock full of helpful information,
especially on the subjects relating to solar panels, batteries, inverters, charge controllers, wiring,
and more. | highlighted many sections and pages so | could refer back to them later and as needed.
The only complaint | have is the same as some others have stated: the book is in serious need of
an update, as some of the information is sorely dated, especially as relates to the solar and
electrical data. For example, the book discusses using CFL lights to save energy over the use of
incandescent bulbs, yet even now CFLs are becoming harder to find, much less use, since they
have been superceded by the newer, and more efficient and affordable, LED technology that has
quickly replaced CFL and incandescent lighting technology over the past few years. There were
other similar areas where the information is just not all that useful because it is not up-to-date. If the
book had been updated and current, | would have rated it five stars. Some of the sections of the
book are pretty sparse in detail and info. For example, the author mentions the use of portable wind

turbines to augment any solar system, since obviously solar only works during the day, and best on



very sunny days. An extended period of rain and gray skies could reduce the effective use of solar
while boondocking, and wind could step up to the plate and help in locations where it is prevalent
and abundant. Unfortunately, the author barely mentions the topic in its separate and very short
section, and there is no where near the detail in terms of how wind generation works, what
equipment to consider, how to wire it to your existing system, etc. | suppose the author merely
intended to mention the possibility of supplementing a solar energy system with wind as an
introduction to the concept, but then expects the reader to go find and research the topic more fully
somewhere else. If so, that is a major disappointment, since the chapters on batteries, solar panels,
inverters, controllers, etc. are very thorough, and in fact, | was able to purchase and set up my RV
solar system following Moeller’'s advice and suggestions and found them quite helpful in not only
understanding how such a system operates, but in also determining what sort of equipment | would
need and want to buy. Can’t sing the praises enough for those chapter. All in all, this is a book well
worth considering, especially if you are new to boondock camping and energy production and
conservation. | just wish it had been updated with current information so that the task of setting up
an adequate system could be done with currently available technology, and not something that has
now by and large been replaced and is no longer cutting edge. My reaction has been to glean
whatever information | can from this book as an introduction to the topic, and then unfortunately,
have to go farther afield and find more current material to help with bridging the divide between the
outdated info and what is now available. | URGE the author to review and revise and update this
book as soon as possible. The cost of solar equipment has come down in price world-wide, and this
makes installing a solar energy system in your RV or trailer imminently practical and affordable. This
book certainly will help the novice get his or her feet wet, but sadly no longer provides all the current

information needed to get off the grid and camping in the boonies.

We don’t currently have an RV, but dream of one day owning one. | am researching and reading
many books in preparation, should our dreams come true. This book was chock full of all the info |
was looking for. | really liked the part about electrical stuff: batteries, solar panels, controllers,
inverters, generators, and such. There are so many different things to consider when it comes to
wiring for electrical. | made many highlights in my Kindle, for future reference.Of course, this book is
about more than just electrical, and | made many many highlights throughout the whole book. Such
great info, I'm reading thru it a second time.l am just not interested in spending all the money for a
motor home, and then spending exorbitant fees for RV parks.
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